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Books Have He l ped Me
by Joseph Coe l ho



Books have more images between the i r  words

than any smart phone cou ld ho ld .
More f lavours than a thousand je l l y  beans .

More l i ves for you to l i ve
than any computer game .



Books have he l ped me .



I ' ve read about characters

who have laughed ,  cr i ed and s i ghed l i ke  me .



Characters who have batt l ed
monsters larger than any I  cou ld imag ine .



Characters who have trave l l ed d i stances l onger
than there are m i l e s  between me and the sun .



When I  thumb through a book

the i r  pages wh i sper to me
that I ' l l  be a l l  r i ght .

A warm welcome back readers! Congratulations to so many of our children
who have achieved our reading target and are filling in lots of charts already

since September. 

J o s e p h  C o e h l o  i s  t h e  n e w  C h i l d r e n ’ s  L a u r e a t e !
T h e  p o e t ,  p l a y w r i g h t  a n d  a u t h o r

h a s  t a k e n  o v e r  f r o m  C r e s s i d a  C o w e l l  a n d  w i l l
t a k e  u p  t h e  p o s t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t w o y e a r s .  H e

w a n t s  t o  c h a m p i o n  r e a d i n g  a n d  i n s p i r e  o t h e r s  t o
p i c k  u p  a  b o o k .

J o s e p h  s a y s  h e  w a n t s  t o  b r e a k  d o w n  t h e  f e a r
o f t e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p o e t r y

a n d  " g e t  t h e  n a t i o n  w r i t i n g  a n d  p e r f o r m i n g "  i t .

P a r e n t  P i c k s !



O u r  f i r s t  p a r e n t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .
M a n y  t h a n k s  t o  N i c k  B o y c o t t .



T h e  L a s t  B e a r  -  H a n n a h  G o l d .

T h e r e  a r e  n o  p o l a r  b e a r s  o n  '  b e a r
i s l a n d  '  w e l l  t h a t ' s  w h a t  A p r i l  i s

t o l d  w h e n  S h e  m o v e s  t o  t h e  A r c t i c
c i r c l e ,  w i t h  h e r  f a t h e r ,  a

r e s e a r c h e r .  
T h a t  a l l  c h a n g e s  w h e n  S h e  m e e t s  '

B e a r  '  a n d  b e g i n s  h e r  m i s s i o n  t o  g e t
h i m  h o m e .



A  h e a r t  w a r m i n g  a d v e n t u r e  t h a t  w i l l
c a p t u r e  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  c h i l d r e n  ( a n d
p a r e n t s )  a b o u t  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e ,  t h e
l o v e  b e t w e e n  h u m a n s  a n d  a n i m a l s ,

a n d  t e a c h  t h e m  t h a t  y o u ' r e  n e v e r  t o
y o u n g  t o  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e

W o r l d .

H A V E  Y O U  R E A D  A N Y
O F  J O S E P H  C O E H L O ’ S

B O O K S ?
E N J O Y  A  P O E M  O F  H I S

Well done to Class 2, they are storming
ahead and lots of children have already

completed their red reading charts.



Happy in Our Sk in is a f irm favourite in the Hunter house! A great way
to d iscuss and ce lebrate our d ifferences . A de l ightfu l ly rhythmica l read-
a loud text is pa ired with br ight , bust l ing art , in th is joyfu l exp lorat ion of
the new sk in of babyhood. Al l  ch i ldren can see themse lves , and open the ir
eyes to the wor ld around them, in th is ce lebrat ion of sk in in a l l  its many,
many, wonderfu l forms.
Mrs Hunter

The book I 'm recommending is Coming to Eng land By F loe l la Benjamin . I have
chosen th is book because to me it is everyth ing I would want our schoo l to
be : we lcoming , warm and fu l l  of love . When Floe l la and her s ib l ings fo l low
her parents from Trin idad to Brita in , they hope the Queen wi l l  be there to
meet them – but the ir welcome is co lder than expected . Gradual ly , they
sett le in , unt i l  one day F loe l la rea l ly does meet the Queen . 
Mrs Carl in

I 've chosen th is book because it takes ch i ldren on a journey from
preh istory to modern t imes . It is fu l l  of facts and is a v isua l ly v ibrant,
access ib le h ive of information about the peop le that have shaped Black
h istory inc lud ing cha l lenges they have overcome. 
Miss Doy le

The Incred ib le L ife of Serena Wi l l iams
I have chosen th is book because it is a book about an insp irat iona l woman,
who has endured rac ism and sex ism to become one of the wor ld 's greatest
sportspeop le . It is an extraordinary story of a superb tenn is p layer . Serena
Wi l l iams began p lay ing tenn is when she was just a ch i ld , and is now an
Olympic champion who's won more Grand S lam s ing les t it les than anyone e lse .
Mr Chandley

My Skin Your Skin is a powerful book to help children and adults have meaningful discussions
about race and anti-racism. Most importantly, the book empowers children to be the best
versions of themselves; to have self-love, self-esteem and self-worth. I’ve chosen this book
because I feel it is important for children to learn about different races and how having
different skin doesn’t define a person.. 
Mrs Horne


